The University of Sheffield

Department of Computer Science

Minutesfor the Staff Student Liaison Committee M eeting

1.30 pm, 16 December 1998 in G22

Present: Steve Maddock (Chairman), Tony Chilton, Emma Burnley, Guy Brown, Matt Fairtlough, Julian Briggs, Alex
Collins (1st year Computer Science Rep), Nick Farrell (1st year Software Engineering rep), Steve Eaton (2nd year Computer
Science rep), Mark Greenwood (2nd year Software Engineering rep), Jm Lyall (3rd year Computer Systems Engineering
rep), Peter Edwards (3rd year Computer Science rep), Dimitrios Kourkoulis (M Sc Data Communications rep), Graziella Li-
Ship (MSc Information Systems rep)

Apologies: Mark Hunt, Sam Chapman, Tim Eavery, Edgar Rivera-Ramon, Steve Renals, Gordon Manson, Janek Mikulin

Minutes: Vanessa Allsop

1.

M nutes of |ast neeting

The minutes of the |ast neeting were approved with coments made
under matters arising from m nutes.

Matters arising from m nutes
5. Usage of the Dept network

The action was for all Reps to canvas student opinion on what they
t hought of the network guide and what they would Iike to see in it.
The reps reported that in general the guide was OK but suggested
one i nprovenent would be to have a glossary on the Dept web site to
hel p find information quickly. Steve Maddock asked Support to | ook
into this.

6. Printing Facilities

George Wlson is still to sort out why there is a probl em using
ghostvi ew for Network printing.

7. Lecture notes/CD Rom

Mar k Greenwood reported that students would not benefit from nore
Uni x software on the CD-Rom There is a problemw th case
sensitivity of HTML files when transferring fromthe PC to Unix
systens. Steve Maddock asked Support to |ook into this.

9. Prerequisites for nodul es

This matter has been di scussed at Teachcom and they agreed to nmake
a stronger statement regarding the prerequisite for COV325.

Action

Support

Support



11. Assignnent marki ng/feedback

SM
There was concern over inconsistencies in the marking of COW37. Teach
Sone students were getting full marks even though they appeared not com
to have done what was requested. Steve Maddock will talk to Gordon
Manson about this. Teachcomw |l also discuss the matter of
assi gnment mar ki ng.
Chai rman' s st at ement
St eve Maddock had gat hered data on the usage of the |abs, reporting
that only a few people are using the |labs late at night. This was
in reference to the Lewin | ab havi ng new openi ng hours (which is
di scussed later in the neeting).
He al so enphasi sed that students do not have a right to conplain
about problenms if they have not had a responsible attitude
thensel ves ie. mssing |lectures or tutorials or |eaving work until
the last mnute. Students and staff have to work together
COMLO5 Software Specification - syllabus
Students felt they needed extra training to | earn LATEX and CAD Z
and a | ab session would be useful. They also requested nore
docunent ati on on these. WMatt Fairtlough said he did produce
docunent ati on, and there was a detailed guide on the web, but he
realised there was a problemand will introduce support help for
| earning CADi Z and LATEX earlier on in the nodul e next year.
Wb site for first year undergraduates
The Committee agreed it was a good idea to set up a web site of
useful information for undergraduate students run by students and
for students. But year Tutors will nonitor the site. Julian
Briggs will look into setting up a site where reps and Tutors can JB
add materi al
Nick Farrell and Alex Collins volunteered to oversee 1st year
i nput. Mark G eenwood vol unteered to oversee 2nd year input and a
volunteer is still needed for Msc and third years. SCM

Steve Maddock will talk to relevant conm ttees about the web site
although it is not envisaged that there will be any problens with
it.

A student wor kroom

Tony Chilton will look into putting a conmputer in room Gl2c whi ch

coul d be used for group work, Maxi Project work and even

denmonstrations for UCAS Qpen Days. Students would have to run the

booki ng system t hough. This PC would not be avail able for student AJC
group work on UCAS Open days.

Openi ng hours for Regent Court Lewin |ab

St eve Maddock asked if there was an argunment for extending the
openi ng hours of the lab. Guy Brown suggested spreadi ng course



assignnments nore evenly over the year, but students felt that they
were already fairly well spread out. The problem arose when the
hand-i n deadl i ne was extended which then had a knock on effect on
handi ng in other assignnments. Steve Maddock said that unless a
deadl i ne change had been approved by Teachcom the hand-in date
shoul d not be noved.

St eve Maddock enphasi sed that the staff student commttee was not
just a neeting twice a senester but was to be at work all year via
emai |, sorting problens as they arise.

Anot her general point regarding easing | ab congestion towards the
end of the senester was to have staged assignnents rather than one
bi g assignnent. Steve Maddock will also ask year Tutors to | ook at
when they are schedul i ng nmachi ne intensive assignnments.

ACB
COw01, COMR37 and COMLO1

The structure of material supporting Tony Cow ing' s assignment
requires inprovenent as there were a nunber of errors. Tony
rectify the problemfor the next tine the nodule runs. He also
adm tted he underestimted the tine taken to do the COM01
assignnent. Again this wll be attended to.

Gordon Manson agreed there were problens with errors in course
material for COWMR37 and that he should have prepared nore for the
| ectures. This will be rectified for the next tinme the nodul e
runs.

The commttee suggested that for a new nodule (eg COM37) the
course material should be checked by another |lecturer to make sure
that it is accurate.

COMLO1: students reported that there was an error in the code
supporting the assignnment. Again they request that naterial be
checked by another lecturer before it is handed out.

Locki ng wor kst ati ons

The committee agreed that |ocking workstations for any |ength of
time should be prohibited. |If stations are |ocked, it should be
reported to Support (the Technicians).

Dat e of next neeting

3 March 1998, 1-3 pmin &2
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