The University of Sheffield

Department of Computer Science

Minutesfor the Staff Student Liaison Committee Meeting

1.00 pm, 21 April 1999 in G22

Present: Steve Maddock (Chairman), Tony Chilton, Matt Fairtlough, Gordon Manson, George Wilson, Nick Farrell (1st
year Software Engineering Rep), Jm Lyall (3rd year Computer Systems Engineering Rep), Peter Edwards (3rd year
Computer Science Rep), Dimitrios Kourkoulis (M Sc Data Communications Rep), Graziella Li-Ship (M Sc Information
Systems rep), Tim Eavery (M Sc Software Systems Technology Rep), Edgar Rivera (M Sc Telematics Rep).

Minutes: Vanessa Allsop

1.

M nutes of |ast neeting Action

The m nutes of the last nmeeting were approved with conments nade
under matters arising from m nutes.

Matters arising from m nutes
2.6 Printing Facilities

George W1l son had not sorted out the problemof printing ghostview.
St eve Maddock asked himto do this ready for the next neeting. e

2. 11 Assignnment Marki ng/ Feedback

The above subj ect has been proposed for the agenda at the next
Departnmental Teaching Retreat.

Chai rman' s st at enent

St eve Maddock requested that there be a standing itemon the SSLCOM
agenda for discussing issues regarding the Faculty of Engi neering
SSLCOoM

Faculty of Engineering Staff-Student Committee

The Faculty of Engi neering SSLCOM have £200 to spend as a result of

a Royal Acadeny of Engineering Prize. Steve Maddock asked for

suggestions of how the noney coul d be spent to benefit students.

One suggestion was to put a roomplan in the entrance of the Mappin

Bui | di ng another was for a drinking fountain. Steve Maddock wi || SM
put these forward at the Faculty of Engineering Conmttee.



Next academ c year's Intro Wek

St eve Maddock distributed the guidelines for academ c Departnents
regarding Intro Week. Enma Burnley said that nost of the suggested
itens we already did, except a tour of the Departnent, which the
Committee felt was not necessary. It was suggested that a talk on
study skills could be included as part of the Departnental Tutorial
System

The Conmittee agreed to make a suggestion at the Departnental Board
neeting that there be nore denonstrators on hand to hel p during the
Intro week conputer training sessions and also if possible soneone
avai l abl e during the first few weeks of termto be able to assi st

wi th problens and queries that students may have.

St eve Maddock asked Support to display on notice boards the conmputer
training information, so people could have sone reference for
gui dance if they were not able to use the web.

Eval uati on of Senester 1 Mdul es

The Results of the Teaching evaluation for Senester 1 were
distributed. Steve Maddock asked for coments from students on what
action is needed to inprove any nodul es. These comrents will be
sent to the relevant |lecturer. The follow ng nodul es were coment ed
on:

COML29 The style of delivery for this course was poor. The anount
of material was too nuch and the assignnent work too difficult.

COvV325 Too nmuch work. A lot of new materi al .

COVBO7 Not inpressed with Matt Fairtlough's delivery style. He nade
m st akes.

COMLO1 Very good course work
COVMBO5 Slides good and accessibility of notes good.
COVMB21 Excel l ent notes

COvb47 Good Not es

Any O her Busi ness
Student Wb Site

At the nonent there has been no input onto the student web site.
The students concerned said there would be sonething soon. Steve
Maddock suggested reviews of nodules to hel p students nake their
nodul e choi ces for the next academ c year. This nmust be done as
soon as possible as the students woul d be choosi ng soon.

Opening tinmes of the Lewin Lab
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Students were concerned that they are being asked to | eave half an
hour before the lab is due to close. Tony Chilton will talk to the
Porters about this.

Assi gnment hand in tines

COM 342, Advanced Networks and I nternetworking, assignnment hand in
tinme was extended until after Easter. This has caused greater
stress for students with back to back handing in of assignnents.
The conmittee enphasi sed again that staff should stick to the

assi gnnent hand in schedul e.

M ssing Course Wirk

An enquiry was made as to whether there could be a record of
assignnents handed in as sonetinmes they can go mssing. One
suggestion was to hand in an electronic version as well as a paper
copy. Apparently Jim MG egor has this system and Steve Maddock
will ask himto talk at Teachcomregarding this. Steve Maddock al so
asked if support could set up an automated response to confirmthat
el ectroni c copi es had been received. George WIson however, did
have reservati ons about the feasibility of receiving so many
assignnents electronically, so Steve Maddock asked if he coul d | ook
into it.

Dat e of Next Meeting

Next academ c year - date to be arranged.
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